uncommoncommonart.com

Wolfville, Nova Scotia

UCA acknowledges, honours, and
pays respect to the traditional owners
and custodians of the land on which
our activities are located. It is upon part
of Mi’kma’ki, the ancestral and unceded territory of the Mi’kmaw people and
is subject to the Peace and Friendship
treaties signed between the British
Crown and the Mi’kmaq to peaceably
share and care for the resources of the
land in which Kings County sits.
We are grateful to have the opportunity to live and work on this land, and
will work to honour the treaty of this
territory, while committing ourselves to
the struggle of decolonization. We are
all Treaty People.
This land acknowledgment does not
exist in a past tense. We are also
mindful of broken covenants and the
need to strive to make right with all our
relations. Colonization is ongoing, and
we need to work to understand, recognize, and challenge our participation
within colonization, as individuals, as
an arts organization, and as a
community.

Thank you to the following for helping
make UCA2019 a success:

You can see it from the car

Amazing Savingz
Greg Baller
Alison Butler
Ernest Cadegan
Hugh Chipman
Terry Drahos
Michael Embree
Mary Harwell
Home Hardware
Larry Honey
Tracy Horsman
Marie Jardine
Genny Killin

It is a bit of a journey

Thank you for sharing your time,
money, talents, and space.

Wela’lioq
You need to walk a little
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Miyoshi Kondo
Walter Long
Longspell Farm
Barbara Lounder
Robert McFadden
Marke Slipp
Kenneth Smeltzer
Amy Stone
Susan Tooke
Marti Valiquette
WJ Kenny Farms
Kevin West
Mandy Wright
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eye

candy

Eye Candy locations
Ray Mackie

Wayne Boucher

Wolfville is our gallery and Eye Candy
is our gift shop and fundraiser.
Selected artists have created small
artworks which fit in a 2.5-inch
plastic ball. These are dispensed in
repurposed gumball machines. Eye
Candy machines take $20 tokens,
which can be purchased wherever
they Machines are located.

Jane Whitten
Bonnie Baker

1. Located in
Box of Delights
466 Main St
Wolfville, NS

2. Located in
Noggins Corner Farm Market
10009 Nova Scotia Trunk 1
Wolfville, NS
.
3.Located in
Hardware Gallery
36 Cornwallis St
Kentville, NS
Sponsored by
Parsons Investment
4. Located in the
Designer Craft Shop
1099 Marginal Rd
Halifax, NS

Leo Glavine
Member of the Legislative
Assembly, Kings West

694 Main St. PO Box 250
Kingston, Nova Scotia
B0P 1R0
902-765-4083 Fax: 902-765-4176
leoglavinemla@kingswest.ca
www.leoglavine.com
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Terry Drahos

Ernest Cadegan

about

uca

UCA is fortunate to have a diverse and
dedicated board of directors Isabel
Madeira-Voss, Genevieve Allen Hearn,
Ian Palmeter, Edith Callaghan, Dick
Groot, Candice Dunn, and Wes Booth.
Without this group of art lovers UCA
would not be possible.

This innovative organization brings visual
art out of institutions and galleries and
shares it directly with the community,
making it accessible to everyone.
Through this project we hope to
engage and educate about art,
environment, physical activity, and our
rural community. In addition we seek to
promote, support, and bring together
artists and their work.
UCA is a non-profit registered charity
fully committed to presenting public art
and art education in rural Nova Scotia.
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enhance the

journey

Follow Uncommon Common Art on
Facebook, Instagram, and Tumblr or
sign up for our email list to find out
who, what, where, and when art is
happening.

Download Otocast free to follow the
Uncommon Common Art tour on
your phone, where you can listen to
each artist talk about their artwork on
location. Otocast is a digital public art
application that features content from
all over North America. UCA is the first
project in Nova Scotia to be featured in
this program. For more info, visit
http://www.otocast.com
Geocaching
Each UCA installation includes an
accompanying geocache. Geocaching
is a real-world outdoor treasurehunting game using GPS-enabled
devices. Participants navigate to
a specific set of GPS coordinates
and then attempt to find the hidden
geocache (container). To find the UCA
geocaches, you will need a GPS,
smartphone, tablet or other GPSenabled device, and a geocaching
account (they’re free!). For a listing of
all UCA geocaches, see
https://coord.info/BM6JK6G or visit
our website or Facebook page.
Good luck!
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Stop

An octave worth of trees tuned and
waiting to be played in concert or
as a solo voice. Twelve separate trees
along the path, each with a colourful
drumstick tied to the trunk. Strike
where indicated to sound the tree’s
voice.
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Sounding the Trees is about changing
our perception of trees as inhabitants
of the ecosystem with an intrinsic
worth unrelated to human needs, and
as distinct entities each with its own
particular sound.
Take your time in the woods to listen
and think between the sounds,
to slow down your perceptions and
see the depth of the trees existence
in its environment.

Sounding the Trees
By Brenda Sheppard, ©2019

1. Hwy 101 exit 10
2. West towards Wolfville
3. Left on Sherwood Dr
4. Left on Pleasant St, park your car
5. On foot to the swimming beach.
6. Walk along the path between the
2 ponds.
6. Across the ponds where you
intersect another path.
GPS 45.086345, -64.341640
This installation is sponsored by
Nathanson Seaman Watts, Law Firm
Kentville, NS
www.24webster.com

Keith Irving
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MLA Kings South
902-542-0050
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A network of trees, each tagged with
their own personal identification tags
inviting passersby to communicate by
email. Let’s talk.

Stop

Grove opens conversation between
us to the trees. Sending our thoughts
to our companion species we build
relationships, acknowledging the
importance of the work trees do for us
and for other forms of life.
Slowing down and communicating with
our local trees helps us to see
the trees, not as inert firewood, but as
living beings too. Changing our attitude
inspires respect, which is especially
important not only in Kings County but
Nova Scotia as a whole.

T OF OLD ACADIE
FEEL THE HEARTBEA
ADIE
DE L’ANCIENNE AC
VIBREZ AU COEUR

May 17 to October 14
9 am to 5 pm
17 mai au 14 octobre
9 h à 17 h
902-542-3631
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Grove

By Ben Mosher, ©2019
1. Hwy 101 exit 10
2. West towards Wolfville
3. Parking lot on the right across
from Willow Park
4. Begin east (right) 600 meters,
(7 minute walk) down the
Harvest Moon trail
6. There are 15 tags running east to
west ending after Elm Street
GPS 45.094423, -64.348563
This installation is sponsored by
Look Lighting Design
www.looklightingdesign.com

pc.gc.ca/grandpre
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Three trees fitted with knitted collars
from which grow tendrils and roots.
Each collar was hand knitted using
either traditional ready-spun wool,
acrylic yarn, or environmentally
responsible fibres spun from cotton
and recycled plastic bottles.

Stop
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Knitting Our Roots is a response to
our need to set down roots while
considering changes in available and/
or preferred materials for economic,
social, and environmental reasons.
Knitting our Roots reminds us that
as we wander the land, we also
carry with us the bounties harvested
from the land to feed, clothe, and
shelter us.

Knitting Our Roots

By Jane Whitten, ©2019

1. Hwy 101 exit 10
2. West towards Wolfville
3. Next to the Visitor Information Centre
4. In Wilow Park, Wolfville
GPS 45.096244, -64.356023
This installation is sponsored by
BMO Bank of Montreal, Wolfville
www.bmo.com
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5

2

4
3

13

1

A school of smooth skates (Raja
Radiata) glide through the grass and
flower beds. Made from slab built
white clay with a poured glaze and
fired at high temperature, a dozen
rays sit on a bed of red brick.
Dancing in the Dark suggests an
underwater environment. Even
though the rays are ‘out of place’,
they look strangely natural. This fish
is common in Atlantic waters, but
because it normally lives on the sea
bottom, it is rarely seen. Raised to dry
land and wearing an array of liberating
colours, the rays become the alter
ego for an artist named Ray.

Stop

4

Dancing in the Dark
By Ray Mackie,©2019

1. Hwy 101 exit 10
2. West towards Wolfville
3. Right on Gaspereau
4. Parking lot at end
5. In Waterfront Park along
the south fence line
GPS 45.092557, -64.358986

Limited Edition Prints
Custom Portfolio Books

Locally owned and operated since 1947

2688 Robie Street, Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada B3K 4N8
902-453-4511
sales@halprint.com • www.halcraftprinters.com
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This installation is sponsored by
Visual Arts News Magazine
www.visualartsnews.ca
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A large hollow tree trunk fashioned in
the form of a jeweled crown. Made
from hammered copper sealed
with lacquer. The jewels are objects
embedded in colored resin,
8’ x 6’ x 7’.

Stop

5

Crown is a work about power and
permanence. As a toppled crown,
monumental in size, it symbolizes
the trappings of power, the rise and
fall of power and the fiction that is
dominion.
Crown is meant to be hollow, a
shell, a visage, echoing the lines
from Shelley’s poem, “ ‘Look on my
Works, ye Mighty, and despair!’ /
Nothing beside remains.”

Crown

By Gerald Beaulieu ©2019
1. Hwy 101 exit 10
2. West towards Wolfville
3. Corner of Main and Elm
in Clock Park, Wolfville
GPS 45.091391, -64.364363
This installation is sponsored by
Kings Arms Commons, Wolfville
Kings Arms Pub, Kentville
www.kingsarmspub.ca

open June, July, August
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A gigantic sheep is quickly revealed
to be a wolf in sheep’s clothing.
This work began as an oversized
stuffy in Malaysia, and then modified
into its current form using a mixed
media approach, typical of this
artist’s style. The 13 foot high art
piece is designed to be movable and
won second prize in the 2019 Apple
Blossom Parade.
The piece alludes to how
Uncommon Common Art operates
in the public realm, and prompts the
use of the ‘wolf in sheep’s clothing’
metaphor as a basis for the work.
Public art can be a powerful tool
when deftly wielded, though typically
unrecognized because it is also a
valued experience. In addition, the
species dynamic is apt for the rural
environment where this artwork is
exhibited.

Apple Blossom

parade

The Work of Wolves
By Jessica Winton, ©2019

Supported by Arts Nova Scotia

Special thanks to
The Grapevine Publishing
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Thank you to our education sponsors:
Mud Creek Rotary
Michelin
Acadia Sports Therapy
Canopy Creative
New Minas Rotary

As a registered charity with the
Government of Canada UCA is
focused on presenting public art
and delivering art education to the
residence of rural Nova Scotia.
We under take the task of art
education in a variety of ways with
a focus on reaching broadly in
the community. During the school
year UCA works with professional
art teachers to deliver meaningful
art education in public schools. In
conjunction with the Harriet Irving
Botanical Gardens we offer summer
camp in July and August. And, during
the month of May we host an Artist in
Residence Program.
Each year we re-examine our
education program with an eye to
maximizing our resources to deliver
new and exciting art education
opportunities to a variety of people.
You can see more about our education
programs on the following blogs www.irvinggardencamp.tumblr.com
www.ucaeducation.tumblr.com
www.theresblomidon.tumblr.com
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art

education
August 4 to 28 UCA Art Education Exhibit
at Hardware Gallery in Kentville

Opening Sunday,
August 4, 2 to 4 pm
The exhibit will include artwork
by students from Landmark East,
Glooscap Elementary, Port Williams
Elementary, Wolfville School, Dwight
Ross Elementary School, and Art in
the Garden summer camp.
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curatorial statement

We wear the land with the marks of our
occupation. Habits of movement and
occupation wear paths across terrain. In
shaping the land, the land also shapes
us. How we occupy and move through
a landscape impresses itself upon our
imaginations, our minds, our identities as
well as our bodies. We build relationships
to the land through traditional knowledge,
beliefs, memories, kinship, and use.
Since the retreat of glacial ice 13000
year ago, people have walked through
and across Mi’kma’ki, the ancestral and
unceded territory of the Mi’kmaq People.
In the 17th century western colonizers
prioritized permanent settlement over
seasonal migration, creating space for
settlers, enslaved Africans, indentured
labourers, and refugees. Vast forests
dissolved into cultivated fields, dynamic
shorelines and waterways redirected,
and bright night skies diminished,
indications of an altered relationship
to the land. This landscape continues
to be remade by means of cultivation,
construction, and a declining, aging
population.
In proposing the theme of Wearing the
Land, UCA asked artists to consider
this alliance between landscape and
people. UCA looked for installations
that create thoughtful and provocative
conversations about how we build
identity out of our environment, how we
root kinships within a landscape, how we
engage responsively in an individual and
communal stewardship.
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bonnie

baker

curator

Bonnie is a visual artist living in
Annapolis Royal, Nova Scotia. After
attending Humber College and Nova
Scotia College of Art and Design,
she worked in arts administration in
Halifax before returning to a full time
studio practice. In addition to drawing
and printmaking, she is known for her
earlier work in textile. The dynamics
of experimenting, building on the
unexpected, and pursuing increasingly
sophisticated compositions drives
her practice. Bonnie brings a similar
philosophy to her teaching, encouraging
students to push themselves through
their work and take it to the next level.
A founding member of a printmaking
collective located in a small rural fishing
community, Bonnie believes community
engagement, and teaching is integral to
creative growth. Among other projects,
she has coordinated a traveling
exhibit of art books, environmentally
sensitive installations on a local walking
trail, a collective writing of text and
projection during night time exhibit
and community printmaking at a local
skateboard park.
Her work is included in private and
public collections in Canada, US, and
Europe, including Nova Scotia Art
Bank. She received an Established
Artist Award from Arts Nova Scotia in
2016 recognizing her longtime practice
and contribution to art making in the
province.
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ernest

cadegan
photographer

Ernest Cadegan began photographing
in the early 1970s. After a twenty-year
hiatus, Cadegan picked up a camera
again in the early 1990s. In 1995 he
became involved with Miksang, a
Buddhist approach to photography.
In 2004, he became serious about
selling his work to the public. Fifteen
years later Cadegan is a successful
artist known for his iconic images of
rural landscape, primarily from the
Annapolis Valley. He is represented
throughout the Maritime provinces in
a number of galleries, and is a juried
member of the Nova Scotia Designer
Crafts Council. Cadegan has been the
official photographer for Uncommon
Common Art since its inception in
2008.
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terry

drahos
creative director/founder
Originally from Chicago, Terry Havlis
Drahos received a Bachelor of Design
from Southern Illinois University and
a Bachelor of Education from Acadia
University (Wolfville, NS) and NSCAD
University (Halifax, NS) in 2006. She
currently resides in Wolfville.

Drahos has served on the Board of
Directors of Visual Arts Nova Scotia
(VANS) and as the chair of the Alliance
of Kings Artists (AKA). She initiated
and directs Uncommon Common
Art (2008–present) and is a regular
participating artist in the VANS
Professional Artists in the Schools
(PAINTS) program, ArtsSmart, and
ArtReach.
Drahos’s approach to art is intuitive
and spontaneous, and often examines
social identity and perceptions.
Known primarily for her vibrant oil
paintings, she occasionally works in
sculpture and installation. In 2005,
she participated in a fifteen-month
guerrilla art project in Wolfville. She has
exhibited nationally and is the recipient
of numerous grants and awards.
Drahos’s paintings can be seen at
Secord Gallery (Halifax, NS), Harvest
Gallery (Wolfville, NS), and Koyman
Gallery (Ottawa, ON).
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